Immigration Unit Timeline

Allow 2-4 weeks for this unit. 30-45 minutes should be allowed for Reading Workshop/Literature Groups and an additional 30-45 minutes for Writing Workshop each day. Independent reading, word study (word wall/word sorts for spelling) and a teacher read-aloud time are ongoing. Some words for word study may be selected from the literature the students are reading.

Before: 

· A week or two before beginning the unit contact some resource people (who can speak about the immigrant experience first hand or relate a story about a one). A few of these people may come to share their experiences with the class and/or agree to be available for interviews by those children who do not have access to family, or friends to interview. Utilize members of staff who may relate well to children and/ or contact various organizations (international student associations, senior citizen, Jewish, Italian American, Irish American, etc.)

· Send a letter home to tell families about the unit in case they wish to prepare some information to share with children or contact grandparents or family friends that might be willing to talk to their children about immigrant experiences, or look for some family photographs to share. Be sensitive to families who might not wish to or be able to help, and have alternative resources planned for those children in school – so everyone has access. Also, be sensitive to issues for adopted children. Make sure all children have options available for interviewing and normalize things for them.

· Also, a week or so before starting the unit, begin reading (for the read aloud time), The Diary of Remember Patience Whipple. This diary retells the experiences of a young person coming to America on the Mayflower and settling in Plymouth. It provides a nice anchor for the topic of immigration experiences. When the students begin their literature groups it can help children make connections and compare/contrast immigrant experiences. It also serves as a genre model for a diary format that students may choose to use in some of their responses.

· Prepare a page of web resources (http://www.boxbitz.net/immigration/ )  ahead of the visit to the computer lab so the selected web site links will be easy for the children to access. Provide the web address for families.

Day 1:

· Introduce the unit by reading Coming to America to the class.

· We are all immigrants

· Computer Lab: Scholastic web site  (may use one computer to present web resources to class if no lab is available)

· Tour of Ellis Island

· Relive a Boy’s Journey

· Discussion and write in response journals

Day 2:  

· Follow up to computer lab 

· Meet 5 Young Immigrants

· Discuss oral histories and family histories/people as resources

· Discuss interviewing to find out information. Suggest interview questions.

· World map and immigrant timeline. 

· Show photographs and other primary sources to start display

· Response journals – write about whom you might interview and what kinds of things might be interesting to look at about immigration.

Day 3:

· Present book talks on book choices for literature circles

· Form literature circles. Students choose book they wish to read from the selection available (about 4 copies for each title). Approximately 4 to a group.

· Resource person visits to talk to the class about immigrant experiences. This can provides a chance to model interview techniques.

· Response journals

Day 4:

· Reading Workshop – start literature circle groups. Groups discuss questions (Questions for discussion and Response journals) posed for chapter (approximately 1-2 days per chapter depending on book and students) and students make journal responses.
· Whole groups share of reasons for leaving based on literature and discuss what it was like to leave family and friends
· Bundles activity – Students pretend they are immigrants and decide what they will take with them. They may write or draw about their choices and share the reasons. They may make a travel bundle (or trunk) trying to make it look as realistic as those they see in photos.
· Writing workshop – writing about what they include in the bundle and why they chose to take it – for the cards that will go with the bundle. (The bundle and card may later be used as part of an artifact-book box.)
Day 5:

· Reading Workshop – Literature Circle groups continue reading and discussing questions for chapters being read and make journal responses

· Whole group discusses and shares journey experiences based on literature

· Simulate conditions on a ship by having students crowd on a 6’x6’ area with coats and backpacks/bundles and have them try to remove their coats. Add to the experience by having some smelly cheese and having loud fans blowing on them, and/or spray them with water etc. (sound effects of storm at sea if available)

· Writing workshop – mini-lesson – write a letter or post card to a person back home about journey experiences and/or Mini-lesson about diary or journal writing – students share their feelings about leaving their home for a new life using a diary/journal writing format. 
Day 6:

· Reading Workshop – continue group discussion of reading and journal responses to posed question (and other thoughts initiated by students).

· Read and act out play: Golden Door or Island of Tears
· Class discussion -- Share, compare and contrast immigrant experiences from literature. 

· Writing workshop – draw a picture about a person being rejected at Ellis Island. Describe the scene and/or his/her feelings. Mini-lesson – story in a can.

Day 7:

· Reading workshop literature circles – continue reading, discussion and responses in journals

· Role play being questioned by immigration officials (provide a set of questions to use)

· Writing workshop – continue working on writing projects. Mini-lessons – story in a can.

Day 8:

· Reading workshop literature circles – continue reading, discussion and responses in journals

· View video: Molly’s Pilgrim

· Discussion about discrimination and prejudice and how it feels to go to a new school

· Writing workshop – mini-lesson – Wisdom Books – making a New Comer Booklet – or continue work on writing in progress, maybe adding a letter or post card or diary entry about a first day in school as an immigrant child.
Day 9: 

· Reading Workshop literature circles – discussion and response about prejudice and discrimination.

· Groups role play a scene from their book

· Resource person willing to discuss experiences of discrimination with the class

· Writing workshop – continue working on and revising, proof-reading, publish
Day 10:

· Reading Workshop literature circles – finish up reading, discussion and responses. Other books related to immigration are available for those who have finished or students may explore additional web sites on the topic.

· Role play “hot seat” – students assume roles of characters from books and each person takes the hot seat (example: Molly asks Elizabeth why she criticized and teased her, or an immigrant who is rejected at Ellis Island asks the doctor why he has been unfairly rejected, etc.)

· Writing Workshop – Mini-lesson on triorama – each student in-group selects a different scene from their book showing their character (leaving home, journey, arriving, etc) and makes a triorama of that scene with a written description about their characters feelings and reactions to the particular experience.

Day 11:

· Prepare to share oral histories and plan how to present them – displays, written stories, taped interviews

· Plan to prepare a talk show on discrimination.

· Discuss culminating activities. Students will choose to publish one of the following genres to depict the immigration experience:

· Narrative

· Diary or Journal

· Booklet of Post Cards

· A Wisdom Book: New Comer Booklet

· Play 

           Also, one of the following

· Artifact-Box Book

· Story-in-a-Can

· Display

· Closure – who belongs in America

Day 13-15:

· Work to create, revise and refine projects and/or practice presentations
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