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Ed Methods

Epic Poetry Unit

Learning Activity: Defining Epic Poetry

This learning activity leads into the Epic Poetry Unit
Desired Understanding/Content Standards: 

· Understand that a narrative poem is a poem that tells a story

· Understand that epics (and ballads) are forms of narrative poetry

· Understand that epic poetry has story elements

· Understand the qualities of narrative prose as compared to narrative poetry.

NH Frameworks:

LA - 1.1.6.10 - Determine literal meanings and develop informed, reasoned inferences, judgments, and interpretations from texts by identifying and considering main ideas, supporting details, main and supporting characters, mood, tone, internal and external conflicts, foreshadowing of events, turning point, suspense, subplots, and climax.

LA - 4.4.6.1 - Understand that a single text, including poetry, novels, essays, spoken and audio-visual presentations, and accounts of events from real life, may elicit a variety of responses and informed, reasoned interpretations.

LA - 4.4.6.3 - Understand the characteristics of a wide variety of genres including short stories, mysteries, poetry, drama, legends, biographies, autobiographies, historical fiction, science fiction, adventure stories, informational articles, and factual presentations.
Task Overview: 

The task is to explore by reading or listening to a few examples of narrative poetry (including epics and ballads) and discuss some of the qualities. Students will try to discover the story elements (character, setting, and plot) in the examples. Students will compare narrative poetry to prose and be able to tell the difference. Discuss the definitions of epic and ballad as forms of poetry. Begin by reading a newspaper account about a battle scene (Anaconda in Afghanistan or some other current event war or battle). Compare it to passage from “The Charge of the Light Brigade” (talk about the history surrounding the “Charge of the Light Brigade”). Discuss how the two pieces are similar and how they differ.

Evidence for Understanding:

Verbal response to prompts

Written response to study guide questions (listing story elements in a narrative poem – retelling the narrative) -- who are the characters? Where are they? What are they doing? What are the key events? What happens?

Differentiation: Students will work in cooperative learning groups to locate the story elements in the poem. Teacher will model with the whole group first and scaffold students’ responses. 

Connections: 

Language Arts 

Social Studies: Ancient Greece (Epic, Odyssey, mythology – other historical events constituting epics)

Multiple Intelligences: Linguistic, Interpersonal

Materials:

Paper, pencil

Selected poems and/or excerpts to read:

Annabel Lee by Poe, Beowulf, Odyssey, Charge of the Light Brigade, The Wreck of the Hesperus, etc. (These can all be downloaded from the Internet ahead of time to print hand-outs)

Procedure:

1. Provide a handout of one or two narrative selections.

2. Ask and discuss: Do poems tell stories? What are story elements? Do all poems have story elements? Cite definitions of narrative poetry, epics, and ballads (see below).

3. Explain that soon we are going to embark on a narrative poetry project. However, before we get into the process of doing that, we are going to take a look at the narrative poetry of a few poets.

4. Mention Beowulf and the Odyssey – Give a BRIEF synopsis/ overview of each of the stories and pick a few parts to read aloud to the class. Explain that the Odyssey was written in ancient Greece and Beowulf was written in Old English before the tenth century – and both excerpts are translations (so they might not sound as they originally did when they were written). 

5. Hand out two or more written examples of narrative poems (epics, or ballads) for students to read and explore. 

6. Read one aloud and together look for the story elements. What is the setting, who is (are) the character(s), what is the plot? 

7. Then have students pick one of the other poems to tell the setting, character(s) and plot of the story. They write their responses on paper (group response). Then they reflect to compare the qualities of narrative poetry to prose, and discuss their preferences.

Assessment Criteria:

Students identify the story elements in the chosen poem.

Students explain the difference between prose and poetry.

