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Description:

This series of lessons is designed to go along with a unit of study on ancient Greece. It is meant to blend drama, movement, music, and visual arts (along with history and language arts). The students explore aspects of the culture of ancient Greece by listening to and reading various myths, and viewing artifacts (such as images of urns). They will also explore and discuss other background information about the culture, theater, and musical instruments of ancient Greece. After that, they work in groups of 3-4 to create dramatizations of myths or historical events from the time of ancient Greece. They will create large “hanger puppets” as characters for the dramatizations (which they will hold and move around for the dramatizations). They will perform their dramatizations for their class. In addition, students will create musical instruments that may be used to accompany the dramatizations. Other activities involve inventing a sculpture of a mythological creature, and designing and illustrating an urn that depicts a myth or event from the present time (or in the students life).

Key Understandings

· Understand that we learn about the historical events and culture by looking at artifacts that were created.

· Understand that people express and understand whom they are (their fears, hopes, and dreams) by how they view and interpret the culture and world they live in. 

· Demonstrate knowledge of the culture of ancient Greece (and the contribution to the present) by creating dramatizations and creating artifacts that reflect understanding various aspects ancient Greece

Objectives:

· The students will listen to and/or read several Greek myths.

· The students will view artifacts from ancient Greece to explore and explain some of the characteristics and purposes.

· The students will explore background information and a few aspects of the culture of ancient Greece and discuss influences on our present culture.

· The students will create and write informal scripts for improvisation and dramatization of myths.

· The students will design and create “hanger puppet” characters for the dramatizations.

· The students will create musical instruments and explore using the sounds they produce as a way to accompany the performance of the dramatization.

· The students will perform their dramatizations.

· The students will create a sculpture of a mythological creature.

· The students will design and illustrate an urn (on flat paper) depicting a myth or event from the present time.

Arts Standards:

Theater:

· Curriculum Standard 1: Students will create theatre through improvising, 

· Curriculum Standard 2: Students will act by developing, improvising, communicating and sustaining characters, writing and refining scripts 

· Curriculum Standard 7: Students will analyze, critique and construct meanings from works of theatre
· Curriculum Standard 3: Students will design and produce the technical elements of theatre through artistic interpretation and execution

· Curriculum Standard 6: Students will make curriculum connections among theatre, the arts, and other disciplines
Visual Art:

· Curriculum Standard 1: Apply appropriate media, techniques, and processes 

· Curriculum Standard 4: Analyze the visual arts in relation to history and culture

· Curriculum Standard 5: Analyze, interpret and evaluate their own and others’ artwork

· Curriculum Standard 6: Students will make connections among the visual arts, other disciplines, and daily life 
Music:

· Curriculum Standard 8: Understand relationships among music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts 16

· Curriculum Standard 9: Understand music in relation to history and culture

Dance:

· Curriculum Standard 3: Recognize dance as a way to create and communicate meaning

Other standards addressed are Language Arts and Social Studies:

· SS - 4.16.6.6 - Demonstrate an understanding that people, artifacts, and documents represent links to the past and that they are sources of data from which historical accounts are constructed.

· SS - 4.16.6.4 - Identify and discuss the main ideas in historical narratives, their purpose, and the point of view from which they were constructed.

· SS- 4.16.6.8 - Understand the significance of the past to themselves and to society.

· LA - 4.4.6.3 - Understand the characteristics of a wide variety of genres including short stories, mysteries, poetry, drama, legends, biographies, autobiographies, historical fiction, science fiction, adventure stories, informational articles, and factual presentations.

· LA - 4.4.6.1 - Understand that a single text, including poetry, novels, essays, spoken and audio-visual presentations, and accounts of events from real life, may elicit a variety of responses and informed, reasoned interpretations.

· LA - 1.1.6.9 - Identify and understand the use of a variety of types of figurative language including analogies, personification, hyperbole, and alliteration.

Taken from New Hampshire State Frameworks

Multiple Intelligences Being Used:

· Linguistic (listening to myths, writing scripts, reading, history aspects)

· Spatial (creating puppets, sculptures, urn illustrations, constructing instruments)

· Bodily-kinesthetic (movement for performance with hanger- puppets, sculpture)

· Musical (musical instruments and planning accompaniments to performance)

· Interpersonal (working together in groups to create and perform skits)

· Logical (musical instruments and calculating measurements for their construction)

· Intrapersonal (illustrating personal or present day event or myth for paper urn, also in the puppet characters and dramatizations)

· Naturalist (choosing elements from nature for decorative or purposes of characterization in creating the puppets or urns)

Introduction: Explain and outline an overview of the topic and describe the activities that we will be doing. It’s important that the students know about creating the hanger-puppets as they begin to think about the myth/stories they may want to create and perform.

Activity One: Mythology -- Listening to the Stories of the Heroes and Events of Ancient Greece

Students will listen to a tape recording of a few stories from Greek Mythology. 

Materials:

· Audio tape recording of stories from Greek mythology

· Pictures of urns depicting myths. 

· Hand out with background information, urn images and web resources to use to further explore the topic

· Selection of books available with information or stories about myths

Procedure:

1. How did we learn about these myths?  (Many stories are preserved in the plays and poems that have survived. Many stories and events are illustrated on urns or other artifacts that have survived)

2. What purpose did myths serve in the time of ancient Greece?

3. Explore background information about ancient Greece. Distribute handout and discuss possibilities for creating informal scripts of myths for character puppets to perform.

4. Form groups and give time for students to discuss, plan, and/or look for additional information or explore other myths.

5. Students record the essential ideas for their myth/stories – basic plot, setting, and characters needed to dramatize the myth. Students discuss their particular talents and gifts and the ways they might each best contribute and help organize the project. More ideas for the script/performance will come out of creating (and becoming) the character puppets (don’t want to be stuck with having to stick to a rigid written script).

Activity Two: Creating Large Character Puppets

Students create large “hanger-puppets” that will become the performing characters for their myth/story skits.

Materials:

· 2 wire coat hangers (thinner wires easier to work with)  per puppet

· Assorted large sheets of assorted colors of tissue paper (two per puppet 20x30)

· Assorted construction papers in a variety of colors

· Odds and ends for collage – such as assorted strings, yarns, foil, textured papers, cloth, etc.

· Scissors

· Glue

· Oil pastels such as cray pas

· Articles of clothing to use as puppet costumes (if desired)

· Strong tape such as masking tape or duct tape

Procedure:
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1. Demonstrate how the hangers will be shaped and fastened together. (Remind students of safety issues with wire hangers.)

2. Bend the base of one hanger to form an interesting shape for a head (try for a shape that will give the character some drama and uniqueness (not necessarily just a round one).

3. Then turn that hanger upside down and fasten it to the other hanger (this one is right side up) by the hook part. 

4. Tape them together where they join. Make it strong and tight so that the hangers don’t move around. See picture above.

5. Select a color of tissue to be the background color for the head shape (think about the dramatic effect of the color chosen and what kinds of contrasting colors will go with the color to stand out in the performance and help show the character’s expressions, feelings and traits – background colors do not have to be light with conventional or darker features, sometimes darker hues of colors for backgrounds with lighter or brighter hues for the features stand out more. Encourage students to experiment and try some color combinations before they decide).

6. Place the 2 tissue papers under the hanger that has been bent into the shape of a head. (They may be the same colors or different colors – the front could be one character and the back another character, or it could be one character showing its front on one side and the back on the other side) Carefully trace around the hanger head. Trace wider (1/4 to ½ inch) than the hanger so that there will be enough of the paper to fasten together on the hanger.

7. Keep the papers together and cut out the traced shape.

8. Separate the papers and place the hanger head on top of one. 

9. Squeeze a line of glue all around the outline of the head shape. Place the second sheet on top with the hanger head in between the two and glue together.

10. Students use the oil pastels and/or assorted colors of paper (odds and ends, etc.) to create the character’s head and personality.

11. They may add selected items of clothing to drape over the bottom hanger (hang up their clothes) – capes, cloaks, shirts, gowns, etc. -- or they may create a costume using cloth or other materials, (scaly, spiky, etc.) creature coverings, which they fasten to the bottom hanger.

12. They should be aware of how they may want to move the character to tell the story– slink, float, meander, fly, etc. – to plan the effect of how the costume moves in the air. 

13. Students should practice holding the hanger puppets where the hooks join and moving the puppets around.

Activity Three: Putting It Together 

Students revise and add finishing touches to their myth/story scripts keeping their characters creations in mind. Students practice their movements and ways of dramatizing the story.

Activity Four: Musical Instruments

Students explore a few musical instruments from ancient Greece such as panpipes, tambourines, and rattles. They choose one to create.

Materials:

Panpipes:

· Plastic tubing 3/8 –1 inch in diameter (can get this at a hardware store)

· Tape

· Caps or something to plug up the ends of the tubing (corks?)

· Sharp scissors

Tambourines:

· Nails and hammer (piece of wood to place under caps to protect surfaces when hammering nails to make holes in the caps)

· Bottle caps (students can collect them for their own instruments and bring in extra for classmates)

· Stiff cardboard

· Nylon fishing line to string bottle caps on the cardboard

· Whatever else is needed for inventing/creating an instrument (what might they find in nature that could be used?).

Procedure:

Remind of safety issues working with hammers and nails and scissors.

Panpipes are usually made from reeds or bamboo. But plastic tubing will work. If you blow across an end of a tube that is plugged up on one end you will get a sound (similar to blowing across the top of a soda bottle). The sounds change depending on the length of the tube (the longer tubes make lower sounds and shorter tubes make higher sounds).

1. Students make a panpipe by combining different lengths of tubing and taping them together so that the open ends are on the same level. They can choose the lengths they want to produce the collection of sounds they want or they can try to produce a scale by cutting them in gradual lengths.

2. To make the tambourine students can cut an opening out of a piece of cardboard and then string lines of bottle caps (with holes nailed through the centers) to opposite ends. The tambourines can be made in any desired shapes.

3. Students may dream up a variety of ways to make rattle instruments.

4. Once students have created the instruments, they should experiment with the sounds they make and how they might be used to accompany the skits and rehearse.


Activity Five: Performance

Each group of students performs their myth/stories using their hanger-puppet characters and musical instruments.

Activity Six: Inventing Sculptures of Mythological Creatures

Using modeling clay students will invent a sculpture of a mythological creature.

Materials:

· Modeling clay, or polymer clay 

· Tools or sticks to add textures or other details

Procedure:

1. Students explore and discuss attributes of mythological creatures.

2. Students create an imaginary/mythological creature using clay.

3. Students write a poem (portrait, ode, epic) about the creature. (This project connects with the poetry unit as well)

Activity 7: Designing and Illustrating a Paper Urn

Students design and illustrate an urn that depicts a myth or event from the present time or the student’s life.

Materials:

· Paper

· Scissors

· Crayons and/or markers

· Water color paint or diluted tempera paint (for crayon resist if desired)

Procedure:

1. Students fold paper in half and draw half a vase (with the center being on the folded edge). The vase may be any kind of exotic shape.

2. Students cut out the shape keeping the paper folded so that when they open it they will get a whole vase (symmetrical).

3. Students plan and illustrate their present day event/story/myth. They may use crayon or marker or both. They may choose to use the marker with the wax of the crayon as a crayon resist or they may choose to use watercolor paint with the crayon as a crayon resist. (Demonstrate how the wax in the crayon resists the water color (or marker) and the necessity for building up enough wax for it to work right.) Also, discuss considering how different combinations of colors will look.

4. Students draw their illustrations and decorations for the vase and complete.

5. They share or write reflections on why they chose the myth or event and how they feel it represents out culture. (Students may choose not to share stories that are personal).

Assessment:

· Students will produce written or verbally shared reflections on each project activity. The reflections explore what students like about the work and what they would change to make it more effective (what worked well and what didn’t).

· Rubric for the hanger-puppet character

· Rubric for the mythological sculpture

· Final reflection that explores their attitudes and beliefs about the importance of art in cultures, what artifacts can tell us about a people and their civilizations They should also be able to identify a few contributions to our culture from ancient Greece

· The projects and performances themselves.

Resources and works cited:

Craft Workshop: Models (Crabtree Publishing 1998)-- ideas for mythological sculpture (imaginary creatures p.24-25)
Musical Instrument Recipe Book (Elementary Science Study 1971 McGraw Hill) ideas for materials to make panpipes 
Bring in the Arts text -- got the idea for the hanger-puppet characters from reading about the paper bag broomstick puppets
Additional resources (Web resources) for background information and examples of artifacts are listed on the background information handout.

