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Games and Activities:

Syllable Rap-Tap 

Objective: Students will reinforce decoding skills by reading, hearing and counting syllables in words. 

Materials: 

· Words written on index cards with the correct number of syllables written on the back. The words are divided by difficulty for decoding into groups (Basic, Medium, and Advanced). Initially the teacher makes up the words. However, teams of students may also participate by looking words up in the dictionary and submitting them for the game. Words can also come from the reading vocabulary, or spelling lists, songs.  In this way the students can become more involved in the learning process.  They also may be involved in determining categories of difficulty. 

· BoomWhackers or other rhythm producing instruments.

· Dictionaries and other sources for finding words

· Markers and paper for recording and counting syllables

Process:

· Students are divided into three groups or teams. (Depending on the numbers of students, the recorder can be dropped and the counter can do that job – or there can be more than one student for each job on a team—the idea is that everyone has a job) Also, teacher insures that teams are balanced in terms of strengths in various skill areas.

· Each team member has a job. The jobs can rotate so that each student has a chance at each job.

· Reader - Reader reads the word
· Clapper - Clapper claps the number of syllables
· Tapper - Tapper taps the number of syllables (using some rhythm or percussion instrument—this is just to make the activity a little more colorful and fun – if time permits instruments could be made).
· Researcher - Researcher finds a word. Researcher checks the number of syllables in the word in the dictionary.
· Counter - The counter counts the syllables (claps, taps).
· Recorder - Recorder writes the word on a 4x6 index card (and the number of syllables on the back).
· Each team researches to find words and then submits the words on a card (with the number of syllables written on the back) for each category (basic, medium, advanced). The word is submitted for use in the game. Teacher reviews words for accuracy, etc.

· Teacher or leader draws words from container and writes the word on the board.

Each team has a turn at counting the syllables using the team jobs to determine and check the number of syllables. 

· The recorder (or counter) gives the answer. If it is correct, the team scores a point. If not, the word goes to the next team. (That way all teams keep engaged in the process for all of the words even if it isn’t a word for their team.)

Tongue Twister Bee

Introduction to Tongue Twisters:
Do you know what a tongue twister is? Tongue twisters are phrases or groups of words that are difficult to say without getting mixed up. Sometimes the words have the same repeating sounds.

In schools during the 1800’s, tongue twisters were used in Elocution classes. Tongue twisters were used to get the students to speak clearly and pronounce words carefully. The students played a game with tongue twisters that was similar to a spelling bee. The students would have to stand up and recite a tongue twister without any mistakes. If they made a mistake they had to sit down. The last person standing was the winner.

Tongue Twister Bee Game

The tongue twister game can be played like a spelling bee with a few changes.  Instead of spelling words, we recite tongue twisters. If someone gets “tongue tied” or messes up the words he or she sits down and the next student gets an opportunity to try the same tongue twister.

Materials needed:

A supply of tongue twisters written on cards or slips of paper in a box 

Students

A leader

How to play:

Divide into groups or teams. Each team sends a player for the first round. A tongue twister is given to a student. If they are successful reciting it, they go back to their team (but keep standing). Those students who are unsuccessful are eliminated and sit down. For the second round the next member of the tem participates and so forth. The same twister is used for each student in a round. The twister changes for the second round and so forth.

Those who are eliminated can be assigned to find more tongue twisters in books and write them down to be used in the game -- so that they can stay involved in the process.

A description of a Tongue Twister Bee can be found in, Steven Caney’s Kid’s America pages 193- 194.

Tongue Twister Format for Writing Tongue Twisters

How to write a simple tongue twister:

One type of tongue twister uses words that all begin with the same sound or letter sound. This is called alliteration. Leaping Lizards! is an example. 

Examples:

Silly Sally sleeps soundly.

Giggling girls gulp gobs of gooey gumbo.
A sentence has a subject and a predicate or a noun doing something. If you think of a see saw or teeter totter, the subject might be on one side – and the predicate on the other side.

          Silly Sally



             

sleeps soundly.

       Giggling girls



                      gulp gobs of gooey gumbo.

        Jumpy Joel





   jabs jiggled jello.
     ___________________________________|__________________________

                                                                              ^

subject







predicate
Think of a subject and what it might do. 

Choose words for both that will start with the same letter.

Frogs flop 

Then think of adjectives or words that can describe the subject. 

Make sure those will start with the same letter also.

Fat frogs flop. 

Use the dictionary to help you find words. 

Now you can find words to describe the predicate. 

These words will describe the verb.

Fat frogs flop foolishly. 

You may use adverbs. Adverbs sometimes end in “ly”

You might think of animals to write tongue twisters about.

Tigers, dragons, toads, cats….

Synonyms are words that mean the same. You might have to find a word that means the same but starts with a different letter. You can use the dictionary. Can you think of any other places to look????

Jeff jumps.

Harry hops.

Linda leaps.

Susie springs.

You might think of people.

Tongue Twisters can be silly, but be careful not to write anything mean or insulting about anyone.

Nellie Needle nibbles noodles.

If the tongue twisters are short, they need to be repeated three times quickly in order to twist tongues!

Look in some tongue twister books to get ideas. You might find a twister you like and try to follow the pattern.

Write a few and pick one you like the best.

A more advanced format for writing tongue twisters can be found in, Madsen and Gould’s Teacher’s Book of Lists page 37-38.

Limericks

Limericks Format

A limerick is an amusing verse of five lines.

There are three long lines which rhyme and two short lines that rhyme.

Line 1 _________________________________________________(a)

Line 2 _________________________________________________(a)


Line 3 ______________________________________(b)


Line 4 ______________________________________(b)

Line 5 _________________________________________________(a)

Sample Limericks:

There once was a young boy named Nat

Who found something strange in his hat.

Some gum that was gummy

All sticky and crummy

Fell out on the chair where he sat

There once was a girl name Kerry

Who’s hair was all wild and quite scary

A bug in a vest 

And a bird in the nest

Lived in her curls and kept merry

There was an old dog from Howes Cave

Who barked as though he was brave

One day when the cat

Meowed and then spat

He hid with his owner named Dave

Just as music is written in notes called measures, poetry is written in syllables called feet. Read the poem aloud. Say the poem aloud one more time. This time, clap the rhythm of the limerick. Try to write a limerick of your own.

There once was a girl who loved bugs

And kept them in jars, cups and jugs.

She tickled their shins,

Scratched under their chins,

And carefully gave them all hugs

Limerick Lesson

In the beginning do several verses together. Read limericks aloud to the class to demonstrate the limerick rhythm and rhyming pattern. (The Book of Nonsense by Edward Lear and/or The Book of Pigericks by Arnold Lobel).

Level 1

1. First you might provide line one, two and five.

2. Then brainstorm ideas for the short lines three and four. Write the ideas on the board.

3. The students can choose which ideas they like best

Level 2

1. Guide the students through lines one, two, and five. Follow a simple pattern:

There once was a ____________named _____________

Who __________________________________________



___________________________________



___________________________________

That_____________________________named ________

2. Students write lines three and four independently

Level 3

1. Students do all the steps independently.

When the class has had enough group practice, they can write them independently. 

Song Format


Ringo Starr’s Octopus’s Garden

Students listen to the song. Following along with the idea and/or rhythm pattern of “I’d like to be….”, they create their own song or poem about where or what they would like to be. They may illustrate these pieces.

Art Projects:

· Origami Frogs

· Talking Mouth Frogs

· Mouth Puppet Frogs

Project Extensions:

· Students Count syllables in phrases from songs, poems, tongue twisters, etc.

· Students create rhythm songs.

· Students create rhythm songs or tongue twisters to match a syllable or rhythm pattern.

· Students warm up using familiar songs or patterns.

· Teams perform their creations.

· Students create rhythm-producing instruments.

· Students use creative retelling or re-creation to produce picture books, which follow patterns in picture books such as The Runaway Bunny, The Hungry Caterpillar, and others. They then read their creations to Kindergarten, or other groups of young children. 

